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after being warned, in the attempt to run the blockade any-
how, and but for the fact that the wind was light he might
have succeeded. One or two shots were fired across his bow
and one over his vessel. It was realized that his ship was in
great danger, so he concluded to haul his wind and head off.
shore, but it cost him the capture of his ship. The writer, then
a young midshipman, was detailed, with a prize crew of twelve
men, to take the General ParJchill to Philadelphia. The master,
the first and second mates, as well as the crew, were left on
board. After taking charge of the ParJchill a thorough search
of the ship was made for arms or explosives without result.
The first search made had secured everything with which injury
might be done to themselves or to others.

The fact was discovered, however, that the vessel was with-
out American colors and that her master had determined to
force the blockade if he found that to be possible on reaching
the offing of the port. A large Confederate flag, found on
board, indicated the master's sympathy with the Confederacy
and explained his determined action in attempting to gain the
harbor entrance before his vessel should be overtaken.

It was decided from the outset of the voyage to Philadel-
phia to employ the prize crew, armed, on deck at the wheel
and in handling the rigging and as guards and sentries, and
to employ the ship's crew aloft and in handling the sails. This
arrangement safeguarded the ship from recapture, which was
further provided against by confining the officers to their rooms
under armed guard. Against this latter expedient the master
protested, though ineffectually, until after the ship had reached
Delaware Bay and was taken in tow by the tug America, bound
for Philadelphia, where she arrived about the last week in May
and dropped anchor off the old Navy Yard, then commanded
by Captain S. F. Dupont, to whom the orders given to the
writer had directed him to report.*

* Herewith are the orders under which the writer had undertaken this
work;

U. S. STEAM FRIGATE Niagara,

Off CHARLESTON, May 12, 1861.
MIDSHIPMAN W. SCOTT SCBXEY.

SIR: You will take charge of the ship, General ParJchill, this day captured
as the property of the citizens of South Carolina, and proceed with her, under